Newspapers: still the source for factual information

Readership of newspaper content has gone up dramatically over the past several years as subscriber numbers have faltered.

Why? you ask.

Well, not for all the right reasons, of course.

Companies that make money aggregating information from newspapers have had a field day over the years stealing the content we’ve paid reporters, photographers and others to produce.

I suppose we should be flattered that “our” content is so highly in demand that others find it prosperous to steal it, repackage it and act as if it is their own creation. 

Interestingly, while the paid subscription numbers at a good portion of our newspapers have gone down, more newspaper content is being consumed by Americans than every before because it is available not only in print, but also online and on smart phones.

The downside of this is the growth of the Internet, social media and other digital innovations has not been good for those of us who believe in “authoritative journalism,” the kind we produce.

It’s ironic that the “mainstream media” — newspapers and some radio and television stations — are often vilified by the right and the left, yet our content continues to be the source of 90 percent of the information they use as the basis for their ranting and raving.

And they don’t even say thank you!

It’s even accurate to argue that the growing coarseness of our civil discourse in America has coincided exactly with the proliferation of cable news networks only interested in stories that reinforce their political views and blogs and other “the -facts-be-damned” sites that prey on those who are looking only for information that makes their cause or candidate look good and yours look bad.

Our second president, John Adams, once said: “Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the dictates of our passion, they cannot alter the state of facts and evidence.”

Of course, John Adams wasn’t living in the 21st century.

Today, when we cannot even agree on what is fact and what is fiction, we are expected to make “informed” decisions on the future of our nation.

Too many among us have decided we have the facts and the other side doesn’t. And it has divided us like never before.

Our kind of journalism, the kind that checks out sources and double-checks the facts, is still in high demand, even though we continue to have stones thrown at us from all angles.

Whether the polls say we’re believed or not, we’ve got to continue doing what we do because of system of government depends on it.

Eventually, I hope, we’ll all come to our senses.

Some day soon, I hope, our citizens will understand there cannot be 10 versions of the facts.

While that day seems far away now, we know we can’t keep going down this path without some serious consequences.

So, keep doing what you’re doing. Keep digging hard to get to the bottom of the story, because we cannot as a profession abandon our principles just because so many others already have.

It’s a tough job, and we’ve got to do it.
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